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National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Association

MISSISSIPPI FEDERATION OF STATE CHAPTERS

FORTY-FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION
APRIL 17, 18, 19, 2009
LAKE TIAK-O’KHATA RESORT
LOUISVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi State Federation President Mary Pierson called the Forty-Fourth Convention
to order at $:05 am on Saturday, Aprit 18",

Chaplam Lamar Wamock opened with prayer, offering thanks for all who served.
Presentatior of Colors and Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mary Pierson,

Mary introduced and recognized chapter presidents and officers among the delegates’
attending the convention.

Mary introduced the specizal guests for the convention: NARFE National President
Margaret Baptiste and Region 3 Field Vice President Bob Harrell.

National President Baptiste presented the following remarks:

1. NARFE membership has declined over the last few years, partly from non-
renewals of chapter members, MNationat office has planned a referendum later in

the year to propose a $40.00 combined dues per year. A ballot will be sent around
September for this vote,




2. NAREFE legislative action in the 111? Congress continues with emphasis on
FERS sick leave retirement credit, COLA, BC/BS surgery benefit, $250 payment
to Social Security, Veterans, Railread, and Federal Retirees,

3. Reversing cuts in reticees’ health plan benefits,

4. Pass social security entitlement reforms as an estimated 77 million will be in the
program by 2030.

3. Continue with WEP/GPO ceform even though this will be difficult in the current
budget process.

6. Support NARFE PAC,

7. New service office updates and a new website to include blogs, general store for
merchandise, focns groups, retirement classes,

8. Alzheimer fund raising efforts have pass $8 million dolfars at the end of Fehmary.,
Region 3 Vice President Bob Harrell presented the following remarks:
1. Concern on the lost of chapters by decline of membership or merging with other
chapters. More attention needed to encourage renewals and group.
2. Successful legislative actions center on the FERS sick leave credit and thrift

savings plan change for the spouses to continue

3. Develop new officers for chapter leadership positions and encourage active
employees to attend training, such as offered in Columbus,

4. Continue grassroots meeting with congressional members at home during recess
times.

3. Bervice Officer awards are valuable recognition for members helping retirees and
other with questions congerning federal retirement.

6. Continue to review and improve plans and services at the chapter and regional
level,

Initial Credential Report by Jimmte Glydewell:
62 delegates representing 13 chapters were registered, with 16 guests and 2 alternates.

Hosting for Convention Refreshments:

Assisting Jimmie Glydewell with the refreshments were Linnie Brewer, Ellawese
McLendon, Jo Russell, Margaret Janci, Harry and Diane Moore, and Sherell Wiegul,




Adoption of Standing Rules for the Convention;

Mary asked for a motion to adopt the standing rules of the convention, Tom Price made
motion to adopt with Ellawese McLendon secording. Motion passed without dissent.

Nominations Commitice Report:

Chairperson Moody Culpepper presented the following slate of state federation officers
for 2009 10 2011:

President: Noel Sumirall
First VP: Gerald Janci
Second VP: Tom Baroni
Secretary:  Rhett Hamiter
Treasurer:  Jimmie Glydewell

District Representatives:
1. Tucker Russell
2. Mark Chaney
3. James Sawyer
4. Ellawese Mclendon
(Nominations committee members were Helen Thomas and Tom Price.)

Mo further nominations were made from the floor and the nominations were closed,

Mary Renaud moved to accept the slate of officers by acclamation; Johnny Page
seconded. Motion was passed without dissent to accept the slate by acclamation.

Committee Report on Freguency of State Conventions:

Committee members were Jerry Janci {Chair), Jo Russell, Bettye Giydewell, LaNita
Webb, and Linnie Brewer.

Committee was tasked to review changing the state convention meeting to a two year
interval vice the present annval meeting.

Committee reported the following benefits for annual meetings schedule:

Moere current information exchange.

Meet National officers.

Discussions on all subjects of current interest, |
Greater interest in NARFE activities and programs. |
Resolutions and By-laws more current with National convention,
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6. Held State officers more accountable,
7. Bring new members to convention quicker.
8. Maintair comradarie between chapters and members.

Committee reported the following negative aspects of holding the state convention every
WO years:

1. Extra meetings for officers and expense during the off year.
2. Conflict with state By-laws and election process.

Committee recommendation is to keep the state convention schedule on an annval basis.
Tom Price commented that the state charter requires an annual convetion.

Committee recommendation was accepted and the state convention will continbe on 2n
annuzl basis.

Convention Location for the 2010 Meeting;

Tucker Russeli recommends the 2010 Mississippi State Convention return to Lake Tiak-
'Khata Resort with a date of 16 to 18 April.

Motion was seconded by Ellawese McLendon and passed without dissent, Mary will
check with the resort and confirm this date.

Mississippi State Federation By-Laws and Constitution:

Jimmie Glydewell reported the By-Laws and Constitution as amended at the 2008 state
conventicn is available and attached to this report,

District Reports:
1. Tucker Russell reported visiting the chapters where a major concern was the
dechine in membership and how to recruit new members. He will be |

communicating with the locals on a monthly basis,

2. Mark Chaney became the new District Representative and will have a report in
the future.

3. James Sawyer traveled to the Legistative mecting in Washington, DC, in March

and had very goed training on meeting with Congress. He will be visiting the
chapters to encourage members contacting Congress on issues.

membership meetings. Please see attached report.

|
4. Ellawese McLendon visited many of the officers in the chapters during regular




Chapter Merger:
Mary reported the following chapter mergers due to declining membership:

1. Chapter 1654, Desoto Chapter, merged with Chapter 1659, Lafayeite County,
2. Chapter 247, South Fackson Chapter, merged with Chapter 1572, North Jackson,

Mary will notify the respective membership of these mergers and send a request to the
National Secretary office 1o update the membership list.

These mergers reduce the Mississippi State Federation to 26 chapters,
Resolutions:
Tom Price presented the foflowing resolutions to the convention:

1. Resolution 09-11 Cocperation among organizations with interest in federal
legislation.

Tom stated that the intent of this resolution is already being instituted by the
NARFE National office and President Baptiste and recommends withdrawal of
the resolution. Noel Sumrall made motion to withdraw the resolution; Ellawese
McLendon seconded. Motion passed without dissent,

2. Resolution 09-02 Revise NARFE By-Laws concerning Honorary Members.

National President Baptiste addressed this resolution by stating honorary members
will be addressed as distingnish members at the age of 85 years with 20 years of
membership, This was a change in the By-Laws at the 2008 NARFE convention,
Noel Sumrall made a motion to withdraw the resolution; Ellawese McLendon
seconded. Motion passed without dissent.

3. Resolution 09-03 Change is resident Officer from 4 to 3,

Motion to discuss the resolution made by Noel Sumrall, Tom Baroni seconded.

Jerry Janci noted the 2008 NARFE convention approved 4 positions,

NARFE President Baptiste stated the current 3 positions of president, secretary and
treasurer worked well and saved $100,000 in expenses. The vice president position
was for training the next president., National Executive Board approved.

Bob Harrell stated the need for the vice president position since all the national
officers will not be running for re-election in 2010; only a vice president would have
experience in this case.

Kenny Harrell stated the need for only 3 national officers so that good management of
resources would be observed.




James Sawyer said the same discussion will be presented in 2010 at the next national
convention and this resolution wonld be presented by others,

Noel Sumrall made a motion to present this resolution at the next convention in 2010;
Ellawese McLeadon seconded. Motion to go forward passed without dissent.

4. Resolution 09-04 Implement recommendations of the 2001 Dohan Report to revise
NARFE By-Laws,

The Dohan Report is a review of the NARFE strategic plans.

NARFE President Baptiste stated the committee did the study to update the By-Laws
tn 2001 and this resclution was a reminder to revisit this issue. By-Laws can only be
changed at the National convention every 2 years, 3o planning any updates requires 4
years or more to be approved. In this case, the new officers elected in 2010 would
prepare a report for the 2012 convention vote.

Noel Sumrall made motion to preseat resolution at the next convention; Ellawese
McLendon seconded.  Motion passed without dissent to go forward.

3. Resolution 09-05 Revise NARFE By-Laws concerning restriction on NEB,

Jerry Janci commented on the need to eliminate restrictions on the NEB in
performing their respective duties.

NARFE President Baptiste stated this issue should be addressed by the previous
resolution and this one is not needed.

Noel Sumrzll made motion to reject the resclution; Ellawese McLendon seconded,
Motion was passed without dissent to reject the resolution.

GEHA Presentation:

Bedina Thomas, representing GEHA Health Program, presented 2 summary of the
program’s benefits:

The program is for Federal employees only.

Highly rated by OPM for management and service.

Website accessed claim procedures and seport.

Website prescription comparison and pricing,

Health newsletter to members,

Deental plan coverage.

Donation of $3,000 to the Alzheimer Research Fund in honor of Mississippi State
Chapters.
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Officers Reports:

Membership: JFerry Janei reported Mississippi chapters have lost 118 members since
the last convention and recommended establishing a membership plan for each chapter
for recriting, Tom Price included a letter to new members, Please see the attached
1eport.




Legislative: Noel Sumrall noted the COLA was at 3.78% at the present time.
Legislation related to the Senate premium conversation bill had no Mississippi scnhator as
a co-signor while the House companion biil had Rep. Gene Taylor as a co-signor.

QOn the WEP legislation, no Mississippi co-signor has joined the Senate or House bill.
Chapter 1388 members were contacting Rep. Childer requesting his support as a co-
signor on the House bill.

Alzheimer’s Fund: Bobbie and Fohnny Page presented the included report in the
convention program booklet. During 2008 to 2009, chapters raised $23,993.33 as the
contribution to the National Alzheimer’s Fund program. They presented the following
chapters with awards:

Most money raised: Chapter 1572 with $4000.00

Most money per member: Chapter 2345 with $68 per member
Chapter 1572 presented with $100 for Tier 1

Chapter 1388 presented with $100 for Tier 2

Chapter 2345 presented with $100 for Tier 3

Chapter 968 presented with $50 for Tier 1

Chapter 1251 presented with $30 for Tier 2

Chapter 1208 presented with $30 for Tier 3

Bobbie and Johnny requested to step down as chairpersons for the committee, Diane and
Haxry Moore have volunteered to assume this position.

FEEA: Helen Thomas presented a report en the scholarship program with one award of
$1000 to Katie Erin Sanders as nominated by her grandmother, Irene Sanders, of Chapter
1501. The Mississippi Federation donated $414.25 to the scholarship fund last year. By
the end of the convention time, this amount was $1111.5, a record. Please see the
attached rcport.

NARFE PAC: Mazine Winstead presented the enclosed report in the convention
booklet with Mississippi chapters contribuging $7052 to the PAC fund. Mazine stressed
the importance of every chapter contacting the respective congressional members and
inviting them to chapter meetings. Please see attached report.

Treasurer’s Report: Jimmie Glydewell presented the treasurer’s report of receipts and
disbursements for 2008 — 2009. Beginning balance was $19619.03 with total receipts of
$8510.60 and total dishursements of $12248.39, leaving a total asset amount of
$15972.94. Please see attached report.

Final Credentials Report: Jimmie Glydewell reported the final report as 62 delegates,
16 guest and 2 alternates for a total of 80 people attending the convention.




Financial Audit Report: Ellawese McLendon reported finding no ercors in the
financiai report from the treasurer for the period of 17 April 2008 to 17 April 2009 and
all records matched bank statements. Committee members were Tucker Russell and
Mark Chaney.

Proclamations:

Mary presented the following proclamations to NARFE President Baptiste for the
dedication, service and support shown to the Mississippi State Federation Chapters by
Bobbie and Fohnny Page (Alzheimer’s Fund), Helen Thomas (FEEA), and Mazine
Winstead (NARFE PAC).

Mary adjourned the convention at 4 pm.

Sunday, 19 April 2009

Mary called the convention to order at 9 am,

Chaplain Lamar Warnock offered prayer for all the members to have a safe trip home.
Presentation of Colors and Pledge of Allegiance were observed.,

Mary confirmed the 2010 convention location would be back at Lake Tiak-Q"Khata for
160 18 April.

Mary passed the gravel to Neel Sumrall as the new State Federation President,

As business had been concluded, Noel adjourned the conventior at 11 am.




National Active and Retired Federal Employees, Association-
Mississippi State Federation of Chapters
% Federation By-Laws

: Approved April 26, 2005
Amended April 22, 2008

Article I Name and Purpose of the Organization

Section 1 — The organization shall be known as the Mississippi State Federation of
Chapters of the National Active and Retired Federal Employees, Association.

Section 2 - The objectives and purpose of the Federation shall be as follows:
A. To sponsor and support state and federal legislation, rides and regutations
beneficial 10 Federal employees, annuitants and potential annuitants of the
civilian public service, : -
B. To oppose legislation, rules and regulations detrimenta] to the interests of
Federal employees, annuitants and potential annuitants;
C. To serve and advise civil annuitants, potential annujtants and spouses of
. annuitants with respect to their rights under retirement Jaws and
@ regulations; .
D. To promote the general weifare of annuitants and potential annuitants of
' the civilian public service;
E. To cooperate with other organizations and associations in the furtherance
of the general ohjectives of this Federation; _ |
F. To support civic and patriotic activities upholding American institutions |
and ideals;
G. To unite fraternafly for the benefit of all Chapters within the Federation.

Article II Membership

All Chapters in the State of Mississippi shail be eligible for membershkip and may
retain membership upon payment of a per capita tax as required; all members in
good standing of such Chapters shall be Federation members. Dues payrenis and
gifts or contributions to NARFE are not deductible as charitable contritutions for
tax purposes.

Article III Annual Convention

Section 1- Time and Location of Convention

Federation conventions shall be held annually during the month of April or May at
a time and place selected by the Federation president and approved by the
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Executive Board or at a time and place determined by the Executive Board in case
of an emergency. The Convention shall be held for the purpose of transacting
. business; discussing Chapter problems and aother matters of interest to' retirees

and active employees; and to provide social, fraternal and educational programs.

Section 2 - Delegates to the Convention

Each Chapter in good standing shall be entitled to send to the Convention of the
Federation one delegate for each ten active members or fraction of ten, as shown
by the last per capita tax report. One delegate may cast the voting power of the
Chapter he or she represents and any Chapter not represented may give its proxy
to another Chapter with a delegate in attendance. Any member in good standing
and histher guest may attend the husme:ss meeting and banquet but is niot entitled
toa vote.

Section 3 - Quorum

The quorum necessary to transact business shall consist of a minimm of thirty
delegates representing twelve or more Chapters,

Section 4 ~ Procedures

Robert's Ruies of Order, Newly Revised, shall be observed at alf Federation
conventions,

.]

Section 5 - Parliamentarian

A Parliamentarian shali be appointed by the President to serve at each Federation

convention. The Parfiamentarian shall be knowledgeable about the bylaws and
Robert's Rules of Order.,

Section 6 - Order of Business

The order of business shall be established annually and set forth in the Convention
Standing Rules prepared by the Rules Committee, Such rules shall be subject to
the Executive Board's approval. Such rules may be amended by proposal and
affimiative voje by convention delegaies and shall become eﬁ'ecnve upon
adoption by said Delegates.

Section 7 - Convention and Rules Committee

At the Execittive Board meeting following the annual Convention, the incoming
a President shall appoint a Federation Convention Commiitee to plan the next
- Convention, and a Rules Committee to establish rules for the next Convention,
such appointments shall be subject to Executive Board approval,
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A, The Convention Committee shall prepare and submit to the Executive
Board tentative plans for the next Convention, a budget, and provide for an
audit,

B. The Ruies Committee shall prepare and submit to the Executive Board,

not later than 30 days prior to the Convention, standing rules for the next
Convention.

Article IV Resolutions
Section 1- Inttiation of Resohitions

The Federation President will call for Resolutions annually. All properly
submitted resolutions will be referred by the President 10 an appropriate
committee. Each committee shall thoroughly study all resolutions assigned to it
and make recommendations to the Executive Board.

Section 2 - Submission and Consideration of Resciutions

With the exception of convention committee resolutions, no resolution will be
considered unless it has been made in writing, approved by the Chapter
membership, and delivered to the Federation President 50 days or more prior to
the annual Federation Conventien (an exception may be made to this rule as
described below). Upon receipt, the Federation President will expeditiously
determine whether the resolution is acceptable within the Federation's Bylaws by
assigning it to an appropriate committee appointed by the President. If accepiable
as is, the President shall direct the Federation Secretary to make copies of the
resolution and send one copy to each Chapter 60 days prior to the annual
Convention, Upon receipt, each Chapter President will inform the Chapter of the
proposed resohution at the next Chapter meeting. The object of this review is to
sense what the membership thinks of this proposal so its delegates can make an
informed decision when the resolution comes before the Convention. The
Chapter Presidents must certify that this process has been completed prior to the
Convention's first business session. Resolutions developed via this process will
require 2 majority vote by the delegates for passage.

Section 3 - Other Resolutions

A. Resolutions or recommendations for action by the Convention that are

developed from reports of officers or committees of the Federation Board
will be made from the dais.

B. Resolutions that are used to express the sentiment of the Convention and
are principally a statement of the Convention itself.




C. These “other resolutions” may be made from the convention floor without

O the review process described above, but will require a two-thirds vote of
the delegates present.

Article ¥V Officers and Executive Board

Section 1- Officers

The Officers of the Federatior shall be; a President, a First Vice President; a
Second Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer and a District Representative from
each of the U. 8. Congressional Districts in the State;

Section 2 - Election and Terms of Office

The above named Officers shall be efected for a term of two years at the
Convention and they shail take office immediately after being swomn and shall
serve until 2 successor shall be installed.

Section 3 - Executive Board

The Executive Board shall comprise all elected officials and the immediate Past
President of the Federation. :

0 Section 4 - Vacancies

Vacancies which occur in any elected position between elections, shall be fitled
by the Executive Board to finish the term. : '

Article VI Duties of Officers
Se:;ﬁon 1 - President

The President shall preside at all meetings, perform the duties naturally pertaining
to the presidential office, shall call special meetings when necessary or when
requested by thirty percent of the Chapters, and shali approve all checks and
warrants signed by the Treasurer, subject to such restrictions as may be set by the
Federation or the Executive Board. The President shall appoint all standing
committees for the appropriate term and special committees as needed. Prior to
the beginning of the fiscal year, the President elect shall snbmit to the Executive

Board histher proposed budget for the ensving year for approval by the Executive
Board. :

Section 2 - Vice Presidents

@ A. The First Vice President shall preside in the absence of the President, shall

4




serve as chairperson of any committee as appointed by the President, and
shall perform all presidential functions in case of a vacancy in the office of
the President until such time as the Executive Board shall appoint a
SUCCESSOT. ]

B. The Second Vice President shall serve in the absence of both the President
and the Viee President and shall serve as chairperson of any committess as
appointed by the President,

Section 3 - Secretary

The Secretary of the Federation shall be responsible for permanently maintaining
& copy of the National and Federation Articles of Incorporation with any changes
and a copy of the National and Federation bylaws with any amendments. The
Secretary shall also maintain a current membership list of names and addresses of
all members; a roster of names and addresses of current Federation officers; 2
roster of Chapter Presidents and secretaries; minutes of membership and board
meetings; a record of all actions taken at such meetings, or taken without a
meeting, or by a committee appointed by the board: a record of written

communications to any member, and appropriate accounting records including the
annual audit record. ' -

All of the above listed minutes, records, and lists shall be kept for a period of not |
less than three years, All materials and records maintained by the Secretary shalf

be transferred to an incoming Secretary at the next board meeting after installation
of new officers.

The Secretary shall forward to the National Secretary and Field Vice President a |
copy of the mimstes of each meeting. Upon completion of the Federation

Convention Report, the Secretary shali complete form F-22, ang promptiy send it

with any attachments, to the headguarters Federation and Chapter Services, and

shall send copies to each chapter president. The Secretary shall also prepare

correspondence as required.

Section 4 - Treasuzer

The Treasurer shall recéive all moneys due the Federation, keep 1 true account of
all moneys received and paid out, deposit moneys in a bank approved by the
Federation, draw checks against same when approved by the President under the
rules of the Federation or the Executive Board, and perform al} other duties
requited by this office. There shall be at all times one other member of the
Executive Board authorized to sign checks and do other Federation business with
the bank or banks where Federation funds are held. The President is designated to




perform the duties of the Treasurer if the Treasurer is incapacitated. The

o President will appeint, with the approval of the Board, a new Treasurer to serve
the remaining term of the Treasurer. ' :

Section 5 - District Representatives

A. A District Representative must be a resident of and a registered voter in
the Congressional District represented.

B. A District Representative under the general policy guidance of the
Federation's Executive Board shall:

t. Represent and act as liaison officer between Chapters and the
. Federation and help Chapters solve their problems.

. 2. Aid in the reactivation of inactive Chapters and in the organization of -.
new Chapters, including attendance at the Charter presentation
meetings.

3. Visit each Chapter as frequently as necessary but at least once each
4. The District Representative shall serve as or appoint a member to serve
as the principal liaison with the Congressional Representative of their
district and coordinator of Congressional contacts,
%. A training session wiill be held in each district annualiy at a time
between November and February, The agendsa for these sessions shail
. be coordinated between the District Representatives. -

Article VII Appointed Officers
The President shall appoint the following officers:

A. A Chaplain who shall pronounce the invocation and dismissal of the
Convention, and shall perform all other duties incidental to this office, or
as calied upon by the President.

B. A Sergeant at Arms who will keep order at all Federation Conventions and
be available to assist the presiding officers in discharging their duties.

C. A Public Refations Officer who shall provide factuaf information on
NARFE activities to the news media within the state and who shall carry
out the public relfations cbjectives of NARFE as ointdined in the Public

-Relations Handbook. The PR, Officer shall serve as the NARFE/NET
Manager and WEB-PAGE Manager.

D. A Service Officer who shall be knowledgeable of the various sources of
assistance and information on matters affecting NARFE members such as;
survivor benefits under current OPM regulations, Social Secority

- requirements and benefits, state and federal income taxes, insurance and
health benefits, detivery of annuity checks, change of beneficiary, death
@ benefits and any other matters pertaining to retirement,

&




@ Article VIII Committees
Section 1- Standmg. Committees shali be:

A. Legislative Committee shail keep Chapter Presidents and Officers

currently and completely informed on local, state and national legislation
. that may affect NARFE members.

B. Membership Committee shall maintain accurate membership records and
promote recruitment of eligible federal employees and annuitants as
members of NARFE and of the Chapters. CL

C. Constitution and Bylaws Comrmittee shail review charters, bylaws and
policy direetives and recommend to the Executive Board any-changes
deemed necessary. ' :

D, Alzheimer Committes shall coordinate National and State activities, make
annual reports to the Federation, and promote fund raising activities by
Chapters.

E. FEEA/NARFE Committee shall coordinate National and State activities,
make annual report to the Federation and promote fund taising activities
by the Chapters.

F. NARFE PAC Commitiee shall work to influence the election of
candidates to the U.8. Senate and House of Representatives who are
judged by the committee to support NARFE objectives and to encourage
NARFE members to contribute to the PAC fund.

Section 2 - Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee will be established biennially, comprising a member
from each District recommended by the District Representative, The Chairman of
the Nominating Committee will be rotated biennially through the Districts in
ascending numerical order,

Section 3 - Other Committees

(ther committees may be appeinted by the President as deemed necessary to CRITY
out the business, purposes and functions of the Federation.

Article IX Revenue

The revenues of the Federation shal} be obtained from the payment by each
merber Chapter of a per capita tax of $1.00 per member, except that new
reorganized Chapters shall pay an equivalent per capita tax prorated by quarters
during the period in which the Chapter was chartered, and payable on the
membership existing on the semiannual chapter membership roster prepared by
the National Office in the fall, usually in late October of each year, and which is to
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be remitted to the Federation Treasurer by January 10 following, Additional
revenues shall be received from the NARFE Naticnal Office 2s appropriate and
specified in the National policies to be distributed to the state federations.

Article X Amendment of Bylaws
Any amendment to these bylaws must be approved by a two-thirds vote of
Delegates at the Convention. Finat approval by National Hea:iquartars is required
before any change can become effective.

Article KI Legality of Bylaws

All provisions of these bylaws must comply with the State of Mlsswsspm law for
. Non-Profit Cerporations.

ﬁpproﬁd at Natlonzl Headquarters
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MISSISSIPPI STATE FEDERATION OF CHAPTERS
National Active and Retired Federal Employees, Association

CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE E. NAME

This organization shall be knova as the Mississippi State Federation of Chapters
of the National Active and Retired Federal Employees, Association.

ARTICLE II. OBJECTIVES

The purpese of this Federation shall be: to azd and support the Nationz]
Association in the objectives set forth in its Articles of Incorporation; to unite fraternally
for mutuai benefit to all Chapters within the area for the Federation; to promote the
generzl welfare of all retirees and active employees, including more liberal laws and
annuities; and to support civic and patriotic activities upholding American nstitutions
and ideals.

ARTICLE Iil. MEMBERSHIP

All Chapters within the area specified shall be eligible for membership in this |
Federation and may retain membership upon payment of & per capita tax as prescribed in
the By-Laws.

ARTICLE IV. CONVENTION

State conventions shall be held annually during the months of April or May in a
place selected by the Federation President and approved by the Executive Board or at a |
time and place determined by the Executive Board in case of an emergency. The
Convention shail be for the purpose of transacting business; discussing Chapter problems
and other matters of interest to retirees and active employees; and to provide social,
{fratemai and educational programs. Each Chapter shall be entitled to representation at the
convention by one or more delegates, on such a basis as the Federation By-Laws
prescribe,

ARTICLE V. OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD

The officers of the Mississippi Federation of NARFE Chapters shafl be 2
President, A First Vice President, a Second Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer {ora
Secretary-Treasurer, and District Representatives, together will any other officers
provided for by the Federation By-Laws. All officers, together with District
Representatives for which the Federation By-Laws provide, shall constitute the Executive
Board of the Federation. The officers and any other mermbers of the Executive Board
shall be elected by the Convention, and beginning with their swearing in after their
election at the convention shall serve two years or until their successors shall be installed.




In case of a vacancy at any time between ¢onventions, the Executive Board shali fill the
vacancy to finish the tetm,

ARTICLE VI. AMENDMENTS AND BY-LAWS

Proposed amendments to this constitution after approval by the Federation
Executive Board, int order to be adopted, must be approved by a two-thirds vote of the |
Convention and by the National Headquarters, provided that a sixty day advance notice
has been given to the chapters or by two-thirds majority consent in the absence of such
advance notice,
By-Laws of the Federation, as distingt fiom the Constitution and relating to
matters of local concernt or convenience, but not to conflict with provisions of the
Constitution, may be adopted or amended by a two-thirds vote of any convention,
provided sixiy-day advance notice has been given to the chapters, or by two-thirds
majority consent in the absence of such advance notice

Approved
Mississippi Federation Convention
April 2008




Ellawese McLendon

MS Federation NARFE
District IV Representative
April 18, 2009

Chapter 0209 Gulf Coast Chapter, Biloxi, continue to meet on a quarterly schedule. The
chapter bas planned a legislative meeting with a Representative from Senator Roger
Wicker's office for Monday April 20 the day after this convention. The guest speaker
will be Jenmifer Schmidt, Southern Regional Director for Senator Roger Wicker. Mary
has indicated this is a non meal meeting, but everyone is invited to brown bag it if they
would like. The meeting is scheduled $rom 10:36 — 12:30 in rooms 1 and 2 at the Donal
Snyder Community Center. We
are hopeful that the chapter will eventually have a new president due to all of Mary
Pierson’s responsibilities with the Retirement Seminars.

Chapter 0670 partnered with AARP and the Retired Education Personnel of Mississippi
Pine Belt Area to sponsor a Meet the Candidates Forum. The invited candidates were
Senator Thad Cochran, candidate Erik Fleming, Senator Roger Wicker, candidate Roanie
Musgrove, Congressman Gene Taylor and Candidate John McCay. The Forwn was open
the general public. Tom Price played an important role in making this forum a success.
Tom Price was also guest speaker for the Hattiesburg/Laurei Federal Credit Union
Anmual Meeting and the chapter had a NARFE display table too. We did get four
potential members. Tom as Membership Chair in January reported 4 new members,
letters were sent to 17 dropped members 6 rejoined and letters with applications were
sent to 11 potential members. The chapter will not hold the garage sale due 10 a Tack of
enough help, but members were encouraged to increase their donation for ALZHEMER,
RESEACH.

Chapter is emphasizing membership in NARFE is an investment, {1) Current savings on
M$ State Income Tax $1066 per year. (2} Current employees do not pay income tax on
their contribution to FEHBP, Retitees do, Possible savings $1056 per year. (3) Currently
we contribute about 25% of our FEHBP Cost. When this goes to 50 % our contribution
will increase about $3774. per year. (4M) our investment in NARFE is $33:00 per year,
The benefits are great.

Chapter 1169 Singing River, Pascagoula, hold their official meeting on the 3™ Tuesday
on every other month and in the other months the members meet for informal
social/fellowship and unch. The chapter has it’s web site

www.mspulfeoast. orp/1 16%/content. html up and working.

The chapter has a new President Joha Cinno, Secretay Annie Chambers and Treasnrer
Bob Balzli. 1 am sure Samugl Weil falt a sigh of relief after serving so many years as
President. Tam se pleased with the success of this chapter in getting officers because of
the difficulty some chapters are experiencing in getting members to make the
commitment to serve in officer roles. Meeting attendance is improving.

Chapter 1570 Jones County is on a bi-monthly meeting schedule.




Chapter 1571 Gulf Breeze, Gulfport hold regular monthly meetings on the 1* Friday. In
Jamuary 28 members atiended the meeting. The chapter pays for funch for first time
attendance of new members. Foltow-up is done with members on the M12 Report
needing attention, The chapter was appealing to members for donations for Alzheimer.

Pearl River Picayune, Chapter 1600 need a few members that are willing to serve as
officers and Committee Chairs, The chapier will continue 1o work toward solving the
cfficer problem. The chapter did get some publicity in the Picayune Item News paper
with a picture and information about NARFE including contact information to the
President. Two new members attended the February meeting, Peart River and Stennis
Chapters partmered together to collect $826.00 giving each chapier $413.00 for
Alzheimer.

Chapter 1765 Qcean Springs is in need of officers. Catherine Fowler, 19 Vice President is
the only active officer since the death of James Morris the Secretary. We will continue 1o
work with Catherine te revive the chapter and get officers.

Chapter 1729 Buccaneer, Bay 81, Louis need officers, it’s the same core group leading
the chapter. To avoid bum - out more members need to take on leadership roles to ease
the load on the few that carry the full load. The chapter meets on a bi-monthly sckedule at
the Diamondhead Country Club.

President Charies Melson is building his home that should be complete about 3- 4 weeks

Chapter 2345 Stennis Space Center is our only current employes chapter. The chapter has
been busy collecting funds for Alzheimer’s Research and according to the president
Jirnmie Glydewell the chapter is weill on the way to winning first place again in our
division for the most collected. The chapter continues to have very interesting programs
to mention one “Staying Calm When the Market Goes Wild™,

As of January 24" the chapter had raised more than $1, 500. for the Alzheimer’s
Research.

Please be reminded that District IV is responsible for keeping the hospitality area set for
break time and registration during the State Federation Convention,

Ellawese MicLendon
District IV Representative




44" M$ Federation Convention
2009 Resolution

Subject:

Whereas:

YWhereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

fie it resolved:

Resolution 09-01}

Cooperation amony organizations with interest in federal
legisiation,

The United States Federal Govermment, since 2000, has been
subject to many catastrophic events, and

The financial stress on our national has increased significantly, and

We active and retired federal employees find our jobs and benefits
under ever increasing pressure to be used, s a financial tool, to
alleviate government cost through the elimination of jobs and most
criticaily the unfunded federal mandates of our pensions and health
benefits, and

Our federal voice is so fragmented, it is not effectively heard,
therefore

That (Organization Name) will in good faith, join with other
tederal representative organizations to (A) preserve and protect
the jobs and benefits of active federal employees and (B) preserve
and protect the retirement benefits of retired federal employees,
thercfore

Be it further resolved: That (Organization Name)will join federal representative

Cost:

Organizations every year in Washington, DC at the
beginning of each legislative year and collectively lobby
Our issues as one voice,

There should be no additional cost for this action.

Introduced by: Mississippi Federation
Adopted by:




4d4th MS Federation Convention
2009 Resolution

Resolution 09-02 |

Subject: Revise NARFE by-laws conceming Honorary Members.

Whereas:  The Committee for Enhancing NARFE for the 21* Century proposes an
acceptable resolution to Honorary Membership, therefore,

Be it resolved: That the wording for NARFE by-laws Article I: Section B; No 2
Honorary be thus:

Members who attain the age of eighty-five (85) vears and who have been Nationa]
members for po less than twenty (20) vears, upon request and certification by the
Chapter that these criteria have been met, shall be given Honorary Life Memberships at
the National and Chapter level of the Association and all further dues shall be waived.

Introduced by: Mississippi Federation
Adopted by:




44th MS Federation Convention
2009 Convention

Subject:
Whereas:

Whercas:

Resolution 09-03

Change number of Resident Gfficers from four (4) to three (3).

L_‘v’
There €2 vacancy in the Vice Presidents office and,

The Committee for Enhancing NARFE for the 21 Century recommends

changing the number of Resident Officers from four (4} to three(3),
theretore,

Be it resolved: That the National Officers prepare for the next National Convention

changes to the appropriate articles of the by-laws of NAFRE to reflect
such changes.

Introduced by: Mississippi Federation
Adopted by:




44th MS Federation Convention
2009 Caonvention

Resolution 09-04

Subject: impiement recommendation of the 2001 Dohan Report to revise NARFE
by-laws.

Whereas: The Committee for Enhancing NARFE for the 2157 Century recommends
implementation of the recommendations of the 2007 Dohan Report,
therefore

Be it resolved: That the recommendations of the 2001 Dohan Report to revise NARFE
by-laws be implemented,

Introdoced by: Mississippi Federation
Adopted by:




44™ MS Federation Convention
2009 Resolution

Resclution No. 09-05
Subject: Revise NARFE by-laws concerning resteiction on NEB.
Whereas:  The Committee for Enhancing NARFE for the 21% Century recommends
revising NARFE by-laws as necessary to relieve restrictions on the NFB
authority to carry out NFB decisions, therefore

Be it resolved: That NARFE by-laws be revised conceming the restriction on MEB,

Iatroduced hy: Mississippi Federation
Adopted by;
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Recruitment has always been the positive aspect of our efforts to increase membershi -l
in NARFE, even though our NARFE membership is only about 11% of our potential N3G, 2a
federal membership. Retention remains the sore point in our efforts. AC= 5 b4
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Encourage all new members with computers 1o get on NARFE GEMS in house networll, Af-suc 16430
Members who see again and again the work and successes of NARFE will be more apt \ s .amss i Z

to remain members.

Members may ask, “What has NARFE done lately”. But the real question that has to be
asked 15 “What, as a member of NARFE, have we done to ensure the efforts of our
great organization are successful”, NARFE is not only cur Officers and staff, but every
member doing their part. Did you contact our representatives in Congress concerning
“Premium Conversion™ and the Simulug Bill when asked to do so by our National
President? The members of my Chapter had no exense — Each member that I have an E-
Mail address for received a copy of the GEMS message . Each member without an E-
Mail address was sent a “Call For Actior” letier from me along with a printed letter
addressed to each Senator and their representative. A signature and stamp is all that was
necessary to be part of NARFE’s efforts concerning “Preminm Conversion™,

If we can get members active in all our efforts, I believe that we can maintain their
membership.

Perbaps the thing to do is to establish a Membership Plan for the chapter. Chapter 670
Pine Belt did just that. Simple things like putting up a NARFE poster at the local
Federal Credit Union, making announcement at the Credit Union angual mesting, and
aftending the local Sepior Fair. Other things were done to work on accomplishing the
goal of 1ecruiting ten (10) new members by the state convention. And, congratulations
to Chapter 670 and President Tom Price — they were successful. They will also work on
retention by contacting ali members who are late with their payment of dues.

Personal contact is the best, followed by a phone call, letter, or E-Mai} with regards to
recriitment and retention.

I will have more to say on this and other items of interest this aftermoon.

Thank you.

Sy iinel

Jemry Janci, Membership Chairman, Mississippi Federation NARFE




NATIONAL ACTIVE AND RETIRED FEDERAL EMPLOYEES
Pine Belt Chapter 670
294 Hickery Hills Loop
Purvis, Mississippi 39475
February 22, 2009

Dear Federal Employee, Federal Retiree and Spouse

WHY is being a member of NARFE an INVESTMENT in your future? |

NARFE is the ONLY organization in Washington, DC that has a fufl time lobbyist to
lobby congress and their staffs on legislation that affects working and retired federal
etnployees. Also they deal with OPM or negotiations for our health care insurance.

The National Officers cooperate and coordinate efforts with similar organizations when
presenting our case before Congress thereby increasing our effectiveness. But we need
you to make our voice even more effective.

In addition to the paragraphs above, you now save about $1,066 per year by not paying
Mississippi state income tax on your annuity. A return on investment foupbt for you by
NARFE in court.

Currently you pay federal income tax on your contribution to your health care insurance
in FEHBP, Werking employees do not. If equity were attained here, your return on
investment would be about $1,000 per year. NARFE is working right now to get this
mchuded in the economic stimuius package being considered by the Administration and
Congress.

NAREFE is alse a community conscious organization. Several years ago NARFE entered
into an agreement with the Alzheimer’s Association to raise funds for research with out
any of the money going to pay administrative cost. At the national lever we have raise
over seven million. Qur Pine Belt Chapter has raised over $40,000 and in 2008 we raised
$4,742.13.

NAREFE IS AND CONTINUES TO BE A GREAT INVESTMENT IN YOUR FUTURE.
YOUR INVESTMENT IS ONLY $33.00 PER YEAR AND 15% LESS IF YOU SIGN
UP FOR PAYROLL DEDUCTION.

JOIN WITH US TODAY. For more information go to www.narfe.org.

Sincerely,

Thomas L Price. President, Pine Belt Chapter
601-268-9129
hickoryl@netdoor.com




NARFE DISASTER AND SCHOLARSHIP FUND

In 1996, NARFE entered into a partnership with FEEA to provide emergency
disaster assistance to NARFE members whe are victims of a declared natural disaster
through the NARFE-FEEA Disaster Fund. The Fund is supported hy tax-deductible
donations from NARFE members and friends of NARFE, and is administered by
FEEA. Some $320,000.00 in NARFE disaster assistance funds helped 488 NARFE
members following Hurricane Katrina and 37 additional NARFE membhers since then
(as of Octoher, 2008). In 2008, the NARFE members in Mississippi contributed
$689.25 to the disaster fund. NARFE disaster funds in the form of cash grants
($500.00 maximum per grant per household) are available to NARFE members in good
standing who have been injured, incurred property damage or have other needs
during and after a declared natural disaster. Only one (1) disaster grant was awarded
in 2008, in Region I and that was in Florida. Nationally there were fourteen (14)
disaster grants awarded. Applications for disaster funds may he obtained from FEEA.

NARFE hecame a member of FEEA’S hoard of directors in 1997, and the
following year NARFE’s National Executive Board authorized the creation of a
scholarship fund open to the children, grandchildren, great grandchildren and
stepchildven of NARFE members. The NARFE-FEEA Scholarship Awards Program is
supported by NARFE members and administered by FEEA. A total of $556,000.00
has been awarded to the children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, and
stepchildren of NARFE members (as of Octoher, 2008).

In 2009, $60,000.00 in scholarships will ence again be awarded to sixty (60)
students. The agplication for the scholarship may be found in the NARFE Magazine
ant online from NARFE. The deadline for the 2009 NARFE Scholarship is April 30.

Since the beginning of the scholarship program, Mississippi has received nine
(9) $1,000.00 scholarships. In 2008, Katie Erin Sanders, Forney, Texas was awarded




the scholarship for Mississippi. She will he attending Baylor University. She was
sponsored by her grandmother, Irene C. Sanders of Warren County Chapter 1501.

Last year members of the Mississippi Federation contributed $414.25 to the
scholarship fund. This year letters were mailed to each chapter and the respanse for
contributions has been very good. Through April 15, thirteen (13) chapters and
several individuals have contributed to the fund for a total of $939.05. 1am so
pleased with this response. This is the most we have ever contributed in one year.
Since my goal was to collect at least a $1,000.00 from our federation, we still need a
small amount to make that total so I have a container for contributions on the
NARFE/FEEA Tahle.

All contributions are fully tax deductible. You may contribute to the disaster
fund or scholarship by sentding to Helen Thomas, NARFE-FEEA Disaster and
Scholarship Chair, 103 Mimosa Drive, Starkville, M$, 39759, or FEEA, 3333 S.
Wadsworth Blvd., Suite 300, Lakewood, CO, 80227, or to donate by credit card, call
800-336-0755 or go to www.feea.org, click “Give Now” link, then select “NARFE-
FEEA Relief Fund” from the drop down menu. These programs are very beneficial to
NARFE members and your support is encouraged and appreciated.

Helen Thomas, Mississippi Federation Chairperson
NARFE/FEEA Disaster and Scholarshig Fund




NARFE—PAC
2009-2010

ONE MORE REASON TO SUPPORT NARFE-PAC ...

As we defend our earned retirement benefits in the face of unparalleled
economic upheaval and trillion dollar budget deficits, the political stature
we have on Capitol Hill, as a result of NARFE-PAC, has rarely been more
important. That should be reason encugh to persuade cur members to give
generously to NARFE-FAC in 2009 and 2010.

But if your federation and chapter members are still on the fence, it's fime
to remind them of how their donations in 2007 and 2008 confributed to one
of our most successful election cycles:

+ Box Score for 2007-2008: {During the 2007-2008 election cycle,
NARFE-PAC supported 272 congressional candidates including debt
retirement confributions to two successful 2005-2006 Senate
candidates.):

¥ Incumbents
Supported 239, 230 Won (96%)

¥ Open Seat Candidates
Supported 19, 15 Won (78%)

v Challengers
Supported 12, 7 Won (58%)

v Totals
Supported 270, 252 Won (93%)




April 17, 2009

TREASURER’S REPORT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
April 17, 2008 — April 17, 2009

Balance Carried Forward 41708
Receipts:
10% Rebates $6.361.01
Total Receipts
Oriher Receipts:
Matching funds b1
Per Capita Tax 1.951.04
Interest (Bank) 198.59
Refunds/Adjustments 0.00
Total Other Receipts
Total Receiptls
Total Carried Forward & Receipts
Disbursements:
Disbursements:
Budget 2007 - 2008
10% Funds/Fravel/Business  § 1,074.26
Tatal Charges o Budget 2006 — 2007
Budget 2008 ~ 2009
10% Funds/Business/Travel $ 7.300.69
State Funds/Business/Travel 3.176.99
Total Charges to Budget 2008 - 2609
Matching Funds 4/17/08 — 4/17/0% § 696.45
Total Charge to Matching Founds
Total Dishbursements
Tygtal Cash on Deposit 4/17/20069

Other Cash Assels

Keesler Federal Credit Union Membership, Bonus, Interest

TOTAL ASSETS

$19,619.03
$6,361.01
$2.149.59
3,510,
$28,129.63
1.074.26
$ 10,477.68
$ 696,45
$12.248.39
15.881.24
91.70
$15.972.94

Prepared by: Jim Glydewell, MS ¥ederation Treasurer




